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and David Birchmeir
Maxwell, 1A

o ] Dean Reynolds

| tarm with my san-in-law, David
Birchmeir. Wea've been concamead
about sod compachon for somea time,
,‘ and have swilched 1o acked

! Caterpilar Chablengers for most of our
ﬂ\ 1.--1" fialdwark. Far seweral yaars, wa'va
also usad a V-ripper on heawy ground
before planting it lo com, 50 | was curiows aboul the affect
an in-line ripper mighl have.,

581 up my phols on a field that has both some heavias
Waebster soll and lighter Clarion on the knolls,

On the avarage, wa saw a shghl increase in yield from tha
deep in-ling rpping. In tha YWabster sail, which makes up
alroul 33% of the field, we had a 3.2 bu. increase. nong
seclion af the Clanan, kess tham 5% of the field, the yiald
increass was jusl over B bu. an acra

Al of this leawves us with 8 ol of questions, 50 wa're contin-

uing o padicipata in the Qn-Farmm Nebwork study. We also
purchased an in-line ripper of our own and hava dona
soma additional tasting 1o séa if there are olher places it
makes a differance

David Birchmeir

One of the firsi things we noticed about the
daep ripping irial was the com in tha
ripped strips gol off o a beter starl.

The only explanalion we cou'd come up
with for this was the soll dried faster and
warmad up guicker.

We tred ripping corn stalks before no-ill planting soybeans
and rippimg bean stubble before na-tilling corn. What we
found is there's little benefil 1o the beans, bul there seams (o
be in com,

We didn1 see much diference in com yields in fields whens
thera was a recent hislory of heavy tillage. Yelds ware
improved more on fields without recent lillage. We saw tha
bigges! yiald advantaga, 19.9 bu. par acra, an a field that had
bean no-tlilled for several yaars. The Wadena soils within this
plot went 16.6 and 24.1 bu. betler than the adjaceni unripped
sirips

I'm ned a die-hard no-iller, bul over the vears, | have done a
tot af no-tiling on highly ercdible scils and olher places whera
it warked for us.

From my experience, I'd have io say that in many cases,
there is acomomic justification for deep ripping. Howewver,

il lakes sludies like this in order to Idantify those places where
thera i5 a banafil.



