The On-Farm Network
can help you sleep better

t’s 4 a.m. Lightning in the distance wakes me from a deep

slumber. During the low rumble of thunder that follows it, I go

through the usual mental checklist: Did I close the shed? Are

the combine drains out? Did I put the lid on that bin? They said
a 20 percent chance. And so on.

All during the year it’s always the same. I wake in the middle of the night — for whatever
reason — and automatically go through the current checklist, which changes with the seasons.

Being a farmer is challenging, but for most of us, there is no other profession that rewards
with such personal satisfaction. Every year, we strive to do better than last year, always looking
for improvements in what we buy and what we do on our farms. We weigh the risks and explore
the facts. This is the reason the lowa Soybean Association developed its extensive Agronomic | John Askew, President,
and Environmental Programming. lowa Soybean Association

I have been involved with precision farming techniques since the mid-1990s, and while I
knew it was allowing me to gather valuable data, I always felt it was worthless unless I asked
the right questions. My work with the On-Farm Network™ has guided me in asking the right ques-
tions, and then helped me use the data I collected on my farm to get the answers I need.

This year, I am participating in a fungicide trial, an inoculant trial, and an innovative low nitrogen
rate trial. To me, my whole farm is a test plot now. Since participating in my first trials four years ago,
I have adjusted nitrogen application rates and timing, moved into higher value crops, lowered most
of my input costs, and have gotten the value out of my precision farming investment.

Although initial funding for this program comes every year from the soybean checkoff, ISA staff
has been able to leverage your checkoff dollars with funds and in-kind support from a number of other
sources. The upshot is, these programs are available to all lowa farmers who want to participate.

How do you get started? Do you need huge investments to do this on your farm? My combine
had only a yield monitor when I began. ISA can help through aerial photography and GPS guided
stalk sampling. They can help lay out strip tests

and, because of the support they receive from agri-
. . On-Farm Network Staff
business, they might even be able to supply some -
of the product. All you need is a yield monitor, Roger Wolf
GPS, and a desire to answer the questions on your u Ll 61 Al il ey s
own farm Tracy Blackmer
L . . \%Y, Director of Research
In this changing economy, it only makes sense IO A SOYBEAN T
to make the best economic use of inputs in our ASSOCIATION Contract & Administrative Manager
farmmg operations. Kl’lOWll’lg how we affect our Expanding Opportunities. Delivering Results. Victoria Carver
environment is also important for the long-term Senior Program & Resource Advisor
health of our families and our farm. The ISA envi- Field, Farm & Watershed®  Todd Sutphin
ronmental and agronomic programs have given is published by: I\H/Iant.':\]g;? LAt AL
. . eath Ellison
me the tools I need to sta,rt explgrlqg that on my The lowa Soybean Association Manager, CEMSA
farm. After four years, I’'m beginning to undef- On-Farm Network™ Patrick Reeg
stand the changes I must make to operate an envi- 4554 114th Street Field Research Operations Manager
ronmentally and economically sound crop produc- Nick Seidl
tion business. Urb.alnfjafle’ I_A ?0322_541 0 GIS Research & Development
. . . email: info@isafarmnet.com M
Working with the ISA Environmental and Ag- @ G:rnaﬂae;m'tt
. .. I
ronomic programs has helped me eliminate a few Editors: Ag é Environmental Specialist
things off that mental checklist when I wake up in Mick Lane Mike Tidman Keegan Kult
the middle of the night. Maybe I can squeeze in mlane@iasoybeans.com mtidman@iasoybeans.com Ag & Environmental Technician
another hour of sleep. k

Ve

2 FIELD, FARM & WATERSHED ‘*
r - v
. v J‘. (VP L L &
g Bl g o




